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1Introduction to SQL

SQL (Structured Query Language) is a database computer language designed for managing
data in relational database management systems (RDBMS).

SQL, is a standardized computer language that was originally developed by IBM for querying,
altering and defining relational databases, using declarative statements.

SQL is pronounced /s Kju: ‘el/ (letter by letter) or /'sizkwal/ (as a word).

SQL - Structured Query language

A Database Computer Language designed for Managing Data in
Relational Database Management Systems (RDBMS)

Query Examples:

* insert into STUDENT (Name , Number, SchoolId)
values ('John Smith', '100005', 1)

* select SchoollId, Name from SCHOOL
* gselect * from SCHOOL where SchoollId > 100
* update STUDENT set Name='John Wayne' where StudentId=2

* delete from STUDENT where SchoolId=3

We have 4 different Query Types: INSERT, SELECT, UPDATE and DELETE

What can SQL do?

¢ SQL can execute queries against a database
e SQL can retrieve data from a database

* SQL caninsert records in a database

¢ SQL can update records in a database

* SQL can delete records from a database
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* SQL can create new databases

* SQL can create new tables in a database

* SQL can create stored procedures in a database

* SQL can create views in a database

* SQL can set permissions on tables, procedures, and views

Even if SQL is a standard, many of the database systems that exist today implement their
own version of the SQL language. In this document we will use the Microsoft SQL Server as
an example.

There are lots of different database systems, or DBMS — Database Management Systems,
such as:

* Microsoft SQL Server
o Enterprise, Developer versions, etc.
o Express version is free of charge
* Oracle
* MySQL (Oracle, previously Sun Microsystems) - MySQL can be used free of charge
(open source license), Web sites that use MySQL: YouTube, Wikipedia, Facebook
* Microsoft Access

e |IBM DB2
¢ Sybase
¢ .. lots of other systems

In this Tutorial we will focus on Microsoft SQL Server. SQL Server uses T-SQL (Transact-SQL).
T-SQL is Microsoft's proprietary extension to SQL. T-SQL is very similar to standard SQL, but
in addition it supports some extra functionality, built-in functions, etc.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



7 Introduction to SQL

Other useful Tutorials about databases:

* |Introduction to Database Systems

* Database Communication in LabVIEW

These Tutorials are located at: http://home.hit.no/~hansha

1.1 Data Definition Language (DDL)

The Data Definition Language (DDL) manages table and index structure. The most basic
items of DDL are the CREATE, ALTER, RENAME and DROP statements:

* CREATE creates an object (a table, for example) in the database.

* DROP deletes an object in the database, usually irretrievably.

* ALTER modifies the structure an existing object in various ways—for example, adding
a column to an existing table.

1.2 Data Manipulation Language (DML)

The Data Manipulation Language (DML) is the subset of SQL used to add, update and delete
data.

The acronym CRUD refers to all of the major functions that need to be implemented in a
relational database application to consider it complete. Each letter in the acronym can be
mapped to a standard SQL statement:

Operation sQL Description
Create INSERT INTO inserts new data into a
database
Read (Retrieve) SELECT extracts data from a database
Update UPDATE updates data in a database
Delete (Destroy) DELETE deletes data from a database

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



2Introduction to SQL Server

Microsoft is the vendor of SQL Server.

We have different editions of SQL Server, where SQL Server Express is free to download and
use.

SQL Server uses T-SQL (Transact-SQL). T-SQL is Microsoft's proprietary extension to SQL. T-
SQL is very similar to standard SQL, but in addition it supports some extra functionality, built-
in functions, etc. T-SQL expands on the SQL standard to include procedural programming,
local variables, various support functions for string processing, date processing,
mathematics, etc.

SQL Server consists of a Database Engine and a Management Studio (and lots of other stuff
which we will not mention here). The Database engine has no graphical interface - it is just a
service running in the background of your computer (preferable on the server). The
Management Studio is graphical tool for configuring and viewing the information in the
database. It can be installed on the server or on the client (or both).

Fle Edt View Took ‘Widow Community  Help
SNewouery |y Ly T 4 &

Object Explorer Details - X
Comoct BB JEBS OB T FS s
= |45 POEB23S\DEVELOPMENT (SQL Server 10.0.0 A | | pesgomei DEVELOFMENT (SQL Server 10.0.2531 - 5a){Datsbases|TEST
= 3 Databases | %
&) [ System Databases Nome Policy Heakh State
% | J schon (2 Database Disgrams
= 3 (A Tables
@ ) Databace Disgrare o Vips
1= 1 Tables (- Synoryms
t -J-‘ System Tobles A Frogrammabiity
1 1 * cbo, CLASS Service Brok
A Service running on the il e
. ® _l Views |
computer in the background @ £ Symoryms
4 4 Programmabity |l N
# L Service Broker | = e
& _J Securky ~| W TEST
< >

Ready

A Graphical User Interface to the database used for
configuration and management of the database
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2.15SQL Server Management Studio

SQL Server Management Studio is a GUI tool included with SQL Server for configuring,
managing, and administering all components within Microsoft SQL Server. The tool includes
both script editors and graphical tools that work with objects and features of the server. As
mentioned earlier, version of SQL Server Management Studio is also available for SQL Server
Express Edition, for which it is known as SQL Server Management Studio Express.

A central feature of SQL Server Management Studio is the Object Explorer, which allows the
user to browse, select, and act upon any of the objects within the server. It can be used to
visually observe and analyze query plans and optimize the database performance, among
others. SQL Server Management Studio can also be used to create a new database, alter any
existing database schema by adding or modifying tables and indexes, or analyze
performance. It includes the query windows which provide a GUI based interface to write
and execute queries.

- ( 5 Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio =N ECE =
‘3' File Edit View Query Debug Tools Window Community Help
' / . »
[ERRE R I R P
4 scHooL + ¥ Brecute b vie@id "% QEN =2 EE N
Obi fager NS SQLQuerylsql - P..SCHOOL (sa (52))° | v X || Properties >~ 3 x
c &?SQL Server " select * from SCHOOL| 4 '

1

= | Curment connection parametess ~

T T Databases
# 3 System Databases
5 |J LIBRARVSYSTEM
\ SCAD,
\ 2 {13 scHooL
=" T3 Database Diagrams
= [ Tables
4 [ System Tables
© 1 dbo.CLASS
i 2 dbo.COURSE
71 dbo.GRADE

Your
O dbo.SCHOOL
7 dbo.STUDENT

:
Tables:
7 21 dbo,STUDENT_COURS

o 1 dbo.TEACHER
4 21 dbo.TEACHER COURS
v 3 Views
# [ Synonyms
% [ Programmability
+ [ Service Broker
s (3 Storage
# (3 Security
3 [J TesT
% [J WEATHERDATA
@ [ Security
4 [ Server Objects

+ Ranliration
11t

'

G [ PCE8235\DEVELOPMENT JAQL Serve ~

ur Database

@ Query executed successfully

Ready

a3

B Aggregate Status

Write your Query here

Start ime

State Cpen
B Connection

Connection n PCE8235\DEVELOR
v , | |8 Connection Details

3 Resuts | [y Messages

Schoolld  SchociName Description Address Prone PostCode  PostAddress Con o
'_1"“7_# Tue The best school Telemak  NULL  NULL NULL Connection s 20,03.2012 08:28:1
2 2 T OK School USA NULL  NULL NULL Connection s Ope
3 3 NTNU The second best school  Trondhem  NULL  NULL NULL isplay name PCE3235\DEVEL
- 4 Urwversty of Oslo  The third bast school Celo NULL  NULL NULL C
4 erver versior 10,50.1600
{ | & T
&) The result from your Query
SPID
Name

The name of the connection.
| PC88235\DEVELOPMENT (10.50 ... | 5 (52) | SCHOOL | 00:00:00 | 4 rows

Lnl Col21 th2l INS

When creating SQL commands and queries, the “Query Editor” (select “New Query” from
the Toolbar) is used (shown in the figure above).

With SQL and the “Query Editor” we can do almost everything with code, but sometimes it is

also a good idea to use the different Designer tools in SQL to help us do the work without

coding (so much).

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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2.1.1 Create a new Database

It is quite simple to create a new database in Microsoft SQL Server. Just right-click on the
“Databases” node and select “New Database...”

& Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio

File Edit View Debug Tools Window Community Help

Newquery | [y [ 5 H 4 Qi‘

= LI5S ‘ { Execute p B ,"
lijflleﬁt E,\_:pi;ﬁre.r /’E"-@i
Connect~ | &3 &3 = 2] &
2 [B PC88235 (SQL Server 10.0,2531 - sa)
ISR Databases
N Mew Database...
= TE - _—
L(‘B‘ G Attach...
& [ Restore Database, ..
e : Restore Files and Filegroups...
@ [
@ 3 Start PowerShell
® 3
= O Reports »
# [ Secur
@ [ Serve Refresh
# [ Replication
# [ Management

There are lots of settings you may set regarding your database, but the only information you
must fill in is the name of your database:

F New Database

|2 General 5 Seret - [ Hob
& Optces
|47 Flleqicups D atebaes name: | I
Dz | cdetauis | E
ol bk Il )
Dalabas= files:
Logcal Mame  File Type Flegroun
Rows Datz FRIMARY g
_log Log Mot Appleable By 10 percent, uvesticted gy
Cannaction _ 5
Server:
PC88235
Connectan:
)
&7 View connecton properies
]
Ready ] | ?
Add Rermove

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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You may also use the SQL language to create a new database, but sometimes it is easier to
just use the built-in features in the Management Studio.

2.1.2 Queries

In order to make a new SQL query, select the “New Query” button from the Toolbar.

R Microsoft SQI Server Management Studio ]‘._|’E|§|
y  Debug  Toale  Wndaw  Community  Help
SN

- Mo b = o 03 S[U)] 7u BEEY S 2 FE N
OOjecEXpOvEr > 3 X | snlQueryl. Deteils X
comertr | B &l m T select * Zrom CUSTOMER] !

&
&
%
4
@
g
=

Ed
&
i
a1
g
o
af
g
4

= |y PCI8ZASIDEVELCPMENT (SOL Server 10,0,2531 - 53) -
= 3 Datahzses ( 2 ’
) [y System Dekabrses

L] Ij INOICING

o Ij ixL You write your ‘
[ = ebigpts ;
@ | TesT 3dL Code here

It 4 Securiy

® [ Server Chiects
® 3 Replicaion
¥ 3 Manzgement ‘

{10 L ¥
T Resdis | [y Messeges!

Custoredd | Costowertlumrbes | Lasiame  FreiMame  SreaCode  Addess | Phane
1 S0 Smkh dohin 12 Cafoena 11711711
2 10m Jackzon - Smih 45 Lordon 22222227
3 3 1002 Jofnizen  John 32 Lodon 33333333 window
< > laQu:ry exscuted successfuly, PCAOZISDEVELOPMENT (10,0 5P1)  s2(53) IMWCICING  00:00:00 Jroms
= =t
Rezdy Lnt Cal 23 h23 N

Here we can write any kind of queries that is supported by the SQL language.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Before you start implementing your tables in the database, you should always spend some
time design your tables properly using a design tool like, e.g., ERwin, Toad Data Modeler,
PowerDesigner, Visio, etc. This is called Database Modeling.

Database Design — ER Diagram

ER Diagram (Entity-Relationship Diagram)
* Used for Design and Modeling of Databases.
* Specify Tables and relationship between them (Primary Keys and

Foreign Keys) Table Name

Example: /

Table Name == BOOK CHAPTER

PK | Bookid PK Chapterld

|

BookTitle
Summary

K1 | Bookid Column
ChapterNumb Names
ChapterTitle

s

/ Primary Key

F
Primary Key /
Foreign Key

Relational Database. In a relational database all the tables have one or more relation with each other using Primary Keys
(PK) and Foreign Keys (FK). Note! You can only have one PK in a table, but you may have several FK’s.

The CREATE TABLE statement is used to create a table in a database.

Syntax:

CREATE TABLE table name
(

column namel data type,
column name2 data type,
column name3 data type,

)

The data type specifies what type of data the column can hold.

12
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You have special data types for numbers, text dates, etc.
Examples:

* Numbers: int, float

* Text/Stings: varchar(X) — where X is the length of the string
* Dates: datetime

* etc.

Example:

We want to create a table called “CUSTOMER” which has the following columns and data
types:

Column Name Data Type Allow Mulls

»Z CustomerId int ]
CustomerNumber int ]
LastMame varchar{50) ]
FirstMarme varchar{S0) ]
AreaCode int
Address varchar{50)
Phone varchar{20)

]

CREATE TABLE CUSTOMER
(
CustomerId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,

Best practice:

When creating tables you should consider following these guidelines:

* Tables: Use upper case and singular form in table names — not plural, e.g.,
“STUDENT” (not students)
U Columns: Use Pascal notation, e.g., “Studentld”
. Primary Key:
o If the table name is “COURSE”, name the Primary Key column “Courseld”, etc.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



14 CREATE TABLE

o  “Always” use Integer and ldentity(1,1) for Primary Keys. Use UNIQUE
constraint for other columns that needs to be unique, e.g. RoomNumber

¢ Specify Required Columns (NOT NULL) —i.e., which columns that need to have data
or not

Standardize on few/these Data Types: int, float, varchar(x), datetime, bit
Use English for table and column names
Avoid abbreviations! (Use RoomNumber — not RoomNo, RoomNr, ...)

3.1 Database Modelling

As mention in the beginning of the chapter, you should always start with database modelling
before you start implementing the tables in a database system.

Below we see a database model in created with ERwin.

STUDENT
Studentld -
Classld (FK)
StudentName
StudentMumber
TotalGrade STUDENT_COURSE
Address [ Studentld (FK)
Gl I ¥ Courseld (FK)
EMail
| SCHOOL
GRODE COURSE Schoolld CLASS
Srapid } Courseld SchoolName Classld
“hdomiia (FR) P CourseName ¥ | Description £ ® Schoolld (FK)
gfggie'd (FK) Schoolld (FK] ﬁ;ﬁg;‘fs ClassName
Comment Desonplmon Keoskioga Description
‘ PostAddress
)
TEACHER_COURSE TEEEr
Teacherld (FK) | Teaetiedd
Courseld (FK) ® - Schoolld (FK)
Teacheriame
Description

With this tool we can transfer the database model as tables into different database systems,
such as e.g., SQL Server. CA ERwin Data Modeler Community Edition is free with a 25 objects
limit. It has support for Oracle, SQL Server, MySQL, ODBC and Sybase.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Below we see the same tables inside the design tool in SQL Server.

SCHOOL
Coburmin Name Deta Tyoe Alow Nl CLASS
9 Scheols e = Coumn Name Dot Type Alow Nuls
Scboollierme varchar{S0) [} @ Clastd g =
Dascriction vascha{1000) Z Schooid " A
addroz varchae(50) 4 ClassName warchan(s0) G}
Paone warchar(50) Fd I S—"l Duscriprion warchan(1003) ]
PonCade verchar{50) & -
PostAddenss vascher{50) @
=
g STUDENT
COURSE Cobrmn Neme Date Type Alloyr Suls
Column Neme Dats Tyoe Alow Nuls STUDENT_COURSE T Stdemld n [
? Courseld i = Golamn Name Oat Tye Alow Mks Casaid n B
Courseiane. vaschads0) B Sudenid int [ 4] SwdemName varchar 100) ™
Schoalld i F Courseld int I b . StudentNumber varchar20) [
Desregon varchar{1000) [Fl E TowlGrade Heat @
o Address vanchar{100) =
! Shoss vachar20) £
mat varchar{00) w
[
f o
GRADE
TEACHER
T 1 3
i M p—— ok e TEACHER_COURSE Cokerm Neme: - Dats Tyoe Allow Nuls
9 Taschd ~ c Cobsma Name Csts Typs Kliow Nuls ? Geoeld S =
& & I: Teacwrid m & Studetid L =
h Cosard ;
TaschaNasa varcharsl) [ Fownels . at o ” I
Desrizton farcher{1000) [F) = zad o =
b Commars varched 1000) W
B =

icrosoft SQL rvr— is and Tricks

File Edt View Query Project Debug Tools | Window

e e I ) NewQuery | (2} Code Snippets Manager...

Do you get an error

Ctrl-K Ctri+B

i &) 17 || WEATHER </| ¥  Choose Toolbox kems... P =S -
b — when trying to
Comedt- 3 3) = 7 5.5 Tmport and Ecpoc Setings. change your tables?
& (& WIN-OVDBU4QRDPIDEVELOPMENT (¢ Custamize..
(= [ Databases PEDT“Z

[ [ System Datobases
=4 WEATH(Opﬁons l

N

[ Datal
w3 Tabl | [, Enwironment Table Options
[  View) G I 143
@ 3 Synd e [V] Override connection string time-out value fortable designer
= AutoRecover updates:
i 4 Prog|
Documents v
R ik Rl Transection time-out ofter:

Fonts and Colors 30 seconds

p TectEditor

1 rt and Export Settings 5

i ;‘;ﬁng; 9 [l Aute generatechangezeript= Make sure to uncheck
I> Keyboard [ Warn on null primary keys this opﬁon!

Startup [¥] Warn aboLt difference detection

Web Browser
Source Control

v ed /
7] Prevent saving changes that require table reaeitioD

Query Execution

Query Results

Designers

SQL Server AlwaysOn

5QL Server Object Explorer

Diagram Options

Default table view: [Column Names

Launch add table dialog on new diagram

] L Cancel

]
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16 CREATE TABLE

3.2 Create Tables using the Designer Tools

Even if you can do “everything” using the SQL language, it is sometimes easier to do it in the
designer tools in the Management Studio in SQL Server.

Instead of creating a script you may as well easily use the designer for creating tables.

Stepl: Select “New Table ...”:

=) [ Databases
[# [ System Databases

= | TEST

[# [ Database Diagrams

= Co [
@ O New Table...
@ 5 ) i}\
.= Filter
E‘ = Start PowerShell
B

= i Reports >
= O

®Cas Refresh

# [ Programmability
[# [ Service Broker
[# [ Security

[+ [ Security

[# [ Server Objects

[# [ Replication

# |1 Management

Step2: Next, the table designer pops up where you can add columns, data types, etc.

Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls

M7 | Customerld int ]
CustomerNumber int ]
LastMame varchar{50) ]
Firsthame varchar{50) ]
AreaCode int
Address varchar(50)
Phone varchar(20)

]

In this designer we may also specify Column Names, Data Types, etc.

Step 3: Save the table by clicking the Save button.

3.3SQL Constraints

Constraints are used to limit the type of data that can go into a table.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



17 CREATE TABLE

Constraints can be specified when a table is created (with the CREATE TABLE statement) or
after the table is created (with the ALTER TABLE statement).

Here are the most important constraints:

* PRIMARY KEY

¢ NOT NULL

* UNIQUE

* FOREIGN KEY
* CHECK

e DEFAULT

e |IDENTITY

In the sections below we will explain some of these in detail.

3.3.1 PRIMARY KEY

The PRIMARY KEY constraint uniquely identifies each record in a database table.

Primary keys must contain unique values. It is normal to just use running numbers, like 1, 2,
3,4,5, ... as values in Primary Key column. It is a good idea to let the system handle this for
you by specifying that the Primary Key should be set to identity(1,1). IDENTITY(1,1) means
the first value will be 1 and then it will increment by 1.

Each table should have a primary key, and each table can have only ONE primary key.

If we take a closer look at the CUSTOMER table created earlier:

CREATE TABLE [CUSTOMER]

(
CustomerId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,

)

GO

As you see we use the “Primary Key” keyword to specify that a column should be the
Primary Key.

CustomerMumber  LastName  FirstName  AreaCode  Address  Phone

Primary Keys must contain unique 1111111
numbers like this 222222
—TorTEeTT o= o d333333

Customerld

.................................

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



18 CREATE TABLE

Setting Primary Keys in the Designer Tools:

If you use the Designer tools in SQL Server, you can easily set the primary Key in a table just
by right-click and select “Set primary Key”.

PC88235\DEVELOP...EST - dbo.SCHOOL* X Relij[Had 3Tl E el

Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls

' Schoolld int [
...... | 7 Set Primary Key Fl
W Insert Column @

¥ Delete Column @

| 33 Relationships... Fl

| #2] Indexes/Keys... @
52 Fullted Index.,. @

‘ %.' XML Indexes... B

Check Constraints...

Spatial Indexes...
Generate Change Script...
) Properties Alt+Enter

The primary Key column will then have a small key % in front to illustrate that this column is
a Primary Key.

3.3.2 FOREIGN KEY

A FOREIGN KEY in one table points to a PRIMARY KEY in another table.

Example:
CLASS
SCHOOL Column Name Data Type Allow Mulls
Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls % Classid int O
% Schoolld int O [ Schoolld int O
Schooliame varchar(50) O ClassMame varchar(50) O
Description varchar(1000) Description varchar({1000)
Address varchar(50) (|
Phone varchar(50)
PostCode varchar(50)
Postaddress varchar(50)
O

We will create a CREATE TABLE script for these tables:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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SCHOOL:

CREATE TABLE SCHOOL
(
SchoolId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
SchoolName varchar (50) NOT NULL UNIQUE,
Description varchar (1000) NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,
PostCode varchar (50) NULL,
PostAddress varchar (50) NULL,
)
GO

CLASS:

CREATE TABLE CLASS
(
ClassId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
SchoolId int NOT NULL FOREIGN KEY REFERENCES SCHOOL (SchoolId),
ClassName varchar (50) NOT NULL UNIQUE,
Description varchar (1000) NULL,
)
GO

The FOREIGN KEY constraint is used to prevent actions that would destroy links between
tables.

The FOREIGN KEY constraint also prevents that invalid data from being inserted into the
foreign key column, because it has to be one of the values contained in the table it points to.

Setting Foreign Keys in the Designer Tools:

If you want to use the designer, right-click on the column that you want to be the Foreign
Key and select “Relationships...”:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



20 CREATE TABLE

PC88235\DEVELOPM...TEST - dbo.CLASS X HeliZad STllIEdsE 1

Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls
Classld int [
- Schoolld int B

?  SetPrimary Key
U Insert Column
“‘f Delete Column [
535 Relationships...
~.§E] Indexes/Keys...

,;é Fulltext Index...

=i XML Indexes...
Check Constraints...
o Spatial Indexes..,

A Generate Change Script...
=) Properties Alt+Enter

The following window pops up (Foreign Key Relationships):

Foreign Key Relationships
Selected Relationship:
FK_CLASS_CLASS* Editing properties for new relationship. The 'Tables And Columns
Specification' property needs to be filled in before the new relationship will be
accepted.

4 (General) @—‘
Check Existing Data On Creati Yes 47
. &
Foreign Key Base Table ~ CLASS
Foreign Key Columns Classld 3
Primary/Unique Key Base CLASS
Primary/Unique Key Colu Classld
4 Identity
(Name) FK_CLASS_CLASS T

Description
@ 4 Table Designer =
[ Ak |[ Deete |

Click on the “Add” button and then click on the small “...” button. Then the following window
pops up (Tables and Columns):

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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pr

Relationship name:

FK_CLASS_SCHOOL

Primary key table: @ Foreign key table: @)

| scHoOL | cass
Select Primary Select Foreign
Key Column Key Column

| ok || Ccancel

o)

Tables and Columns 2=

Here you specify the primary Key Column in the Primary Key table and the Foreign Key

Column in the Foreign Key table.

3.3.3 NOT NULL / Required Columns

The NOT NULL constraint enforces a column to NOT accept NULL values.

The NOT NULL constraint enforces a field to always contain a value. This means that you

cannot insert a new record, or update a record without adding a value to this field.

If we take a closer look at the CUSTOMER table created earlier:

CREATE TABLE [CUSTOMER]
(
CustomerId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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We see that “CustomerNumber”, “LastName” and “FirstName” is set to “NOT NULL”, this
means these columns needs to contain data. While “AreaCode”, “Address” and “Phone” may
be left empty, i.e, they don’t need to filled out.

Note! A primary key column cannot contain NULL values.

Setting NULL/NOT NULL in the Designer Tools:

In the Table Designer you can easily set which columns that should allow NULL or not:

' PC88235\DEVELOP...EST - dbo.SCHOOL X gelJEad 3T lIogvowT
Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls

»7? i Schoolld int M
SchoolName varchar(50) ]
Description varchar(1000)
Address varchar(50)
Phone varchar(50)
PostCode varchar(50)
PostAddress varchar(50) \ J

3.3.4 UNIQUE

The UNIQUE constraint uniquely identifies each record in a database table. The UNIQUE and
PRIMARY KEY constraints both provide a guarantee for uniqueness for a column or set of
columns.

A PRIMARY KEY constraint automatically has a UNIQUE constraint defined on it.

Note! You can have many UNIQUE constraints per table, but only one PRIMARY KEY
constraint per table.

If we take a closer look at the CUSTOMER table created earlier:

CREATE TABLE [CUSTOMER]

(
CustomerId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Phone varchar (50) NULL,

)
GO

We see that the “CustomerNumber” is set to UNIQUE, meaning each customer must have a
unique Customer Number. Example:

LastName = FirstName AreaCode Address  Phone

1 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

Setting UNIQUE in the Designer Tools:

If you want to use the designer, right-click on the column that you want to be UNIQUE and
select “Indexes/Keys...”:

PC88235\DEVELOP...EST - dbo.SCHOOL X HeliZad STl S dblo &l

Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls
% Schoolld int [l
» r il =
S #  Set Primary Key
Description 5
i Insert Column
Address ;
¥ Delete Column
Phone g
Relationships...
PostCode ; ; da IOr;?(_lpS
22|  Indexes, Sine
PostAddress N 4
NEJ Fulltext Index...
3 XML Indexes...
Check Constraints...
:ﬁ Spatial Indexes...
4 Generate Change Script...
fey Properties Alt+Enter

Then click “Add” and then set the “Is Unique” property to “Yes”:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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e ——
Indexes/Keys ’~?_| \__E?J

Selected Primary/Unique Key or Index:

IX_SCHOOL* Editing properties for new unique key or index.
PK_SCHOOL @
<
4 (General)
Columns Schoolld (ASC) [
Eniqe |8
Type _
4 Identity No ‘
(Name) TX_SCAUUL |
Description
4 Table Designer
Create As Clustered No
- Data Space Specification PRIMARY

01 > Fill Specification =
~ Add || Delete Close |

3.3.5 CHECK

The CHECK constraint is used to limit the value range that can be placed in a column.

If you define a CHECK constraint on a single column it allows only certain values for this

column.

If you define a CHECK constraint on a table it can limit the values in certain columns based

on values in other columns in the row.

Example:

CREATE TABLE [CUSTOMER]

(

)
GO

CustomerId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,

CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE CHECK (CustomerNumber>0),
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,

FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,

AreaCode int NULL,

Address varchar (50) NULL,

Phone varchar (50) NULL,

In this case, when we try to insert a Customer Number less than zero we will get an error

message.

Setting CHECK constraints in the Designer Tools:

If you want to use the designer, right-click on the column where you want to set the

constraints and select “Check Constraints...”:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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PC88235\DEVELOP...- dbo.CUSTOMER X

Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls
? Customerld int ]
CustomerName varchar(50) ]
» - =
Address ?  Set Primary Key
Phone uﬁu Insert Column
PostCode ¥ Delete Column
PostAddress o Relationships...
EMail %] Indexes/Keys...
#  Fulltext Index...
1! XML Indexes...
Check Constraints...
24 Spatial Indexes...
A Generate Change Script...
[_-é Properties Alt+Enter

Then click “Add” and then click “...” in order to open the Expression window:

Check Constraints Ea =
Selected Check Constraint:
CK_CUSTOMER* Editing properties for new check constraint. The 'Expression’ property needs

to befilled in before the new check constraint will be accepted.

4 (General) @
-
4 Identity
{Name) CK_CUSTOMER
Description
4 Table Designer
Check Existing Data On Creati Yes
Enforce For INSERTs And UPC Yes
Enforce For Replication Yes

A1)

) (e

In the Expression window you can type in the expression you want to use:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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=
Check Constraint Expression

Expression:

[ ]|

CustomerNumber>0

Cancel

3.3.6 DEFAULT

The DEFAULT constraint is used to insert a default value into a column.

The default value will be added to all new records, if no other value is specified.

Example:

CREATE TABLE [CUSTOMER]

(
CustomerId int IDENTITY (1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
Country varchar (20) DEFAULT 'Norway',
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,

)

GO

Setting DEFAULT values in the Designer Tools:

4

Select the column and go into the “Column Properties”:

Column Properties ‘

4 (General)
(Name)
Allow Nulls
Data Type

Default Value or Binding

Length

Country
Yes
varchar
‘Norway'
50

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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3.3.7 AUTO INCREMENT or IDENTITY

Very often we would like the value of the primary key field to be created automatically every
time a new record is inserted.

Example:

CREATE TABLE CUSTOMER

(
CustomerId int IDENTITY(1,1) PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,

)

GO

As shown below, we use the IDENTITY() for this. IDENTITY(1,1) means the first value will be 1
and then it will increment by 1.

Setting identity(1,1) in the Designer Tools:

We can use the designer tools to specify that a Primary Key should be an identity column
that is automatically generated by the system when we insert data in to the table.

Click on the column in the designer and go into the Column Properties window:

Column Properties

P!

Data Type int

Default Value or Binding
4 Table Designer

Collation <database default>
> Computed Column Specification

Condensed Data Type int
Description

Deterministic Yes

DTS-published No

» Full-text Specification No

Has Non-SOL Server Subscriber No

a4 Identity Specification Yes

(Is Identity) Yes
Identity Increment 1
Identity Seed 1

Indexable Yes

Is Columnset No

Is Sparse No

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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3.4 ALTER TABLE

The ALTER TABLE statement is used to add, delete, or modify columns in an existing table.

To add a column in a table, use the following syntax:

ALTER TABLE table name
ADD column name datatype

To delete a column in a table, use the following syntax (notice that some database systems
don't allow deleting a column):

ALTER TABLE table name
DROP COLUMN column_ name

To change the data type of a column in a table, use the following syntax:

ALTER TABLE table name
ALTER COLUMN column name datatype

If we use CREATE TABLE and the table already exists in the table we will get an error
message, so if we combine CREATE TABLE and ALTER TABLE we can create robust database
scripts that gives no errors, as the example shown below:

if not exists (select * from dbo.sysobjects where id = object id(N'[CUSTOMER]') and
OBJECTPROPERTY (id, N'IsUserTable') = 1)
CREATE TABLE CUSTOMER
(
CustomerId int PRIMARY KEY,
CustomerNumber int NOT NULL UNIQUE,
LastName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
FirstName varchar (50) NOT NULL,
AreaCode int NULL,
Address varchar (50) NULL,
Phone varchar (50) NULL,

if exists(select * from dbo.syscolumns where id = object id(N'[CUSTOMER]') and
OBJECTPROPERTY (id, N'IsUserTable') = 1 and name = 'CustomerId')

ALTER TABLE CUSTOMER ALTER COLUMN CustomerId int

Else

ALTER TABLE CUSTOMER ADD CustomerId int

GO

if exists(select * from dbo.syscolumns where id = object id(N'[CUSTOMER]') and
OBJECTPROPERTY (id, N'IsUserTable') = 1 and name = 'CustomerNumber')

ALTER TABLE CUSTOMER ALTER COLUMN CustomerNumber int

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Else
ALTER TABLE CUSTOMER ADD CustomerNumber int
GO

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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The INSERT INTO statement is used to insert a new row in a table.
It is possible to write the INSERT INTO statement in two forms.

The first form doesn't specify the column names where the data will be inserted, only their
values:

INSERT INTO table name
VALUES (valuel, value2, value3,...)

Example:

INSERT INTO CUSTOMER VALUES ('1000', 'Smith', 'John', 12,
'California', '"11111111")

The second form specifies both the column names and the values to be inserted:

INSERT INTO table name (columnl, column2, column3,...)
VALUES (valuel, value2, value3,...)

This form is recommended!

Example:

INSERT INTO CUSTOMER (CustomerNumber, LastName, FirstName, AreaCode,
Address, Phone)
VALUES ('1000', 'Smith', 'John', 12, 'California', '"11111111"')

Insert Data Only in Specified Columns:

It is also possible to only add data in specific columns.

Example:

INSERT INTO CUSTOMER (CustomerNumber, LastName, FirstName)
VALUES ('1000', 'Smith', 'John')

Note! You need at least to include all columns that cannot be NULL.

We remember the table definition for the CUSTOMER table:
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Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls

M7 | Customerld int ]
CustomerNumber int ]
LastMame varchar{50) ]
Firsthame varchar{50) ]
AreaCode int
Address varchar(50)
Phone varchar(20)

]

i.e., we need to include at least “CustomerNumber”, “LastName” and “FirstName”.
“Customerld” is set to “identity(1,1)” and therefore values for this column are generated by
the system.

Insert Data in the Designer Tools:

When you have created the tables you can easily insert data into them using the designer
tools. Right-click on the specific table and select “Edit Top 200 Rows”:

= [ Tables

[ System Tables

[ FileTables

=1 dbo.AUTHOR

=1 dbo.BOOK

=] dbo.BOOK_LIBRARY

=1 dbo.CATEGORY

=1 dbo.CHAPTER

3

=1 dbo.LIBRARY New Table...
=1 dbo.LOAN Design

=] dbo.PUBLISHER  Select Top 1000 Rows
—1 dbo.RATING Edit Top 200 Rows

+ 3 Views '
@ & Synonyms Script Table as »

& [ Programmability View Dependencies

O O 3 3 B 3 B

3 O 2

®

Then you can enter data in a table format, similar to, e.g., MS Excel:

PC88235\DEVELOP...- dbo.CUSTOMER X [eliadstllIEgvE

[ Customerld CustomerName  CustomerNu... Address Phone PostCode PostAddress EMail Country
» i Bill Clinton 1000 NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL
2 Jens Stoltenberg 1001 NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL
Barak Obama 1002 NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL
* NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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The UPDATE statement is used to update existing records in a table.

The syntax is as follows:

UPDATE table name
SET columnl=value, column2=value?2, ...
WHERE some column=some value

Note! Notice the WHERE clause in the UPDATE syntax. The WHERE clause specifies which

record or records that should be updated. If you omit the WHERE clause, all records will be
updated!

Example:

update CUSTOMER set AreaCode=46 where CustomerId=2

Before update:

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName  AreaCode = Address  Phone

1 i1 - 1000 Srith John Calfornia 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith G London 22222222

3 3 1002 Johnsen John London 33333333

After update:

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName  AreaCode = Address  Phone

1 01 1000 Smith John 1 Califormia 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson  Smith e London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John London 33333333

If you don’t include the WHERE clause the result becomes:

CustomerNumber  LastName = FirstName
- 1000 Smith John
1001 Jackson Smith
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John

Address  Phone

California 11111111
London 22222222
London 33333333

- So make sure to include the WHERE clause when using the UPDATE command!
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Update Data in the Designer Tools:

The same way you insert data you can also update the data. Right-click on the specific table

and select “Edit Top 200 Rows”:

= [ Tables

[ System Tables
|1 FileTables

=1 dbo.,AUTHOR
=1 dbo.BOOK

[ I

=1 dbo.CATEGORY
=1 dbo.CHAPTER
=
=1 dbo.LIBRARY
=1 dbo.LOAN

= dbo.PUBLISHER
=1 dbo.RATING
[ Views

1 Synonyms

[ Programmability

O = I = 5

Then you can change your data:

=1 dbo.BOOK_LIBRARY

New Table...
Design

Select Top 1000 Rows

Edit Top 200 Rows
Script Table as

View Dependencies

PC88235\DEVELOP...- dbo.CUSTOMER X [eliadstIlIEgvE i

‘ Customerld CustomerName CustomerNu..  Address
» | Bill Clinton 1000 NULL
2 Jens Stoltenberg 1001 NULL
Barak Obama 1002 NULL
* NULL NULL NULL NULL

Phone

NULL
NULL
NULL
NULL

NULL
NULL
NULL
NULL

PostCode

PostAddress

NULL
NULL
NULL
NULL

EMail
NULL
NULL
NULL
NULL

Country
NULL
NULL
NULL
NULL

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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The DELETE statement is used to delete rows in a table.

Syntax:

DELETE FROM table name
WHERE some column=some value

Note! Notice the WHERE clause in the DELETE syntax. The WHERE clause specifies which

record or records that should be deleted. If you omit the WHERE clause, all records will be
deleted!

Example:

delete from CUSTOMER where CustomerId=2

Before delete:

Customerld _CustomerNumbet LastName = FirstName AreaCode Address  Phone

1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

After delete:

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName = FirstName  AreaCode = Address  Phone

LI - 1000 Smith John 12 Calfomia 11111111

...................................

2 3 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

Delete All Rows:

It is possible to delete all rows in a table without deleting the table. This means that the
table structure, attributes, and indexes will be intact:

DELETE FROM table name

Note! Make sure to do this only when you really mean it! You cannot UNDO this statement!

Delete Data in the Designer Tools:

You delete data in the designer by right-click on the row and select “Delete”:
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PC88235\DEVELOP...- dbo.CUSTOMER X FelJEadsT g0 olE

Customerld CustomerName  CustomerNu...  Address Phone PostCode
1 Bill Clinton 1000 NULL NULL NULL
2 Jens Stoltenberg 1001 NULL NULL NULL
Clies e 1002 NULL NULL NULL
x cri-R NULL NULL NULL NULL
#& Cut Ctrl+X
=3 Copy Ctrl+C
4 Paste Ctrl+V
X Delete Del
Pane »
% Clear Results
=2 Properties Alt+Enter

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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The SELECT statement is probably the most used SQL command. The SELECT statement is
used for retrieving rows from the database and enables the selection of one or many rows or
columns from one or many tables in the database.

We will use the CUSTOMER table as an example.

The CUSTOMER table has the following columns:

Column Name Data Type Allow Mulls
»7 | Customerld Fint O
CustomerMumber varchar{20) ]
LastMarme varchar({S0) ]
FirstName varchar(S0) ]
AreaCode int
Address varchar({S0)
Phone varchar(20)

The CUSTOMER table contains the following data:

Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastMame = FirstMame  AreaCode  Addess  Phone

R : 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111

2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222

3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333
Example:

select * from CUSTOMER

‘ Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastMame  FirstName = AreaCode  Address  Phone
1 i1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333

This simple example gets all the data in the table CUSTOMER. The symbol “*” is used when
you want to get all the columns in the table.
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If you only want a few columns, you may specify the names of the columns you want to
retrieve, example:

select CustomerId, LastName, FirstName from CUSTOMER

Customerld = LastMame @ FirstMame

1 i1 | Smith John
2 2 Jackson Smith
3 3 Johnsen  John

So in the simplest form we can use the SELECT statement as follows:

select <column names> from <table names>

If we want all columns, we use the symbol “*”
Note! SQL is not case sensitive. SELECT is the same as select.

The full syntax of the SELECT statement is complex, but the main clauses can be summarized
as:

SELECT
[ ALL | DISTINCT ]
[TOP ( expression ) [PERCENT] [ WITH TIES ] ]
select list [ INTO new_ table ]
[ FROM table source ] [ WHERE search condition ]
[ GROUP BY group by expression ]
[ HAVING search condition ]
[ ORDER BY order expression [ ASC | DESC ] ]

It seems complex, but we will take the different parts step by step in the next sections.

Select Data in the Designer Tools:

Right-click on a table and select “Select Top 1000 Rows”:

— -
[ Constraints
3 Triggers
3 Indexes
[ Statistics

= [ Tables

[ System Tables

[ FileTables

= dbo.AUTHOR

= dbo.BOOK

=1 dbo.BOOK_LIBRARY
= dbo.CATEGORY

= dbo.CHAPTER

=
1 dbo.LIBRARY New Table...

= dbo.LOAN Design

=1 dbo.PUBLISHER Select Top 1000 Rows
. 1 dbo.RATING Edit Top 200 Rows
[ Views

3 Synonyms Script Table as »
[ Programmability

I O O O O = O = I 2 3

HEEH®

View Dependencies
[ Service Broker

- Eull_Tawt indav

The following will appear:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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SQLQueryl.sql - PC...88235\hansha (54)) X EeljEad a0l

[****** Script for SelectTopNRows command from SSMS — ******/
-]SELECT TOP 1000 [CustomerId]

, [CustomerName ]
» [CustomerNumber]
, [Address
»[Phone]
, [PostCode]
, [PostAddress]
»[EMail]
, [Country]
FROM [LIBRARYSYSTEM].[dbo].[CUSTOMER]

100% ~ ¢« »
[ Resuts | [y Messages
Customerld  CustomerName CustomerNumber ~ Address Phone PostCode PostAddress EMail Country
1 i1 " Bill Clinton 1000 NULL  NULL  NULL NULL NULL NULL
2 2 Jens Stokenberg 1001 NULL  NULL NULL NULL NULL NULL
3 3 Barsk Obama 1002 NULL  NULL  NULL NULL NULL NULL

A Select query is automatically created for you which you can edit if you want to.

7.1 The ORDER BY Keyword

If you want the data to appear in a specific order you need to use the “order by” keyword.

Example:

select * from CUSTOMER order by LastName

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName = FirstName  AreaCode = Address  Phone

1 : 1001 Jackson  Smith 45 London 22222222
2 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333
3 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111

You may also sort by several columns, e.g. like this:

select * from CUSTOMER order by Address, LastName

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName  AreaCode = Address  Phone

1 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

If you use the “order by” keyword, the default order is ascending (“asc”). If you want the
order to be opposite, i.e., descending, then you need to use the “desc” keyword.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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select * from CUSTOMER order by LastName desc

Customerld = CustomerMumber = LastMame  FirstName — AreaCode  Address  Phone
1 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333
3 2 1001 Jackson  Smith 45 London 22222222

7.2SELECT DISTINCT

In a table, some of the columns may contain duplicate values. This is not a problem,
however, sometimes you will want to list only the different (distinct) values in a table.

The DISTINCT keyword can be used to return only distinct (different) values.

The syntax is as follows:

select distinct <column names> from <table names>

Example:

select distinct FirstName from CUSTOMER

FirstName
e,
2 Smith

7.3The WHERE Clause

The WHERE clause is used to extract only those records that fulfill a specified criterion.

The syntax is as follows:

select <column names>
from <table name>
where <column name> operator value

Example:

select * from CUSTOMER where CustomerNumber='1001"

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName @ AreaCode  Address  Phone

1 E 2 E 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222

..................................

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Note! SQL uses single quotes around text values, as shown in the example above.

7.3.1 Operators

With the WHERE clause, the following operators can be used:

Operator

Description

|
|
|

<= Less than or equal
m Search for a pattern

Ereii

Examples:

select * from CUSTOMER where AreaCode>30

- Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName = FirstName  AreaCode @ Address  Phone |
1 |2 : 1001 Jackson  Smith 45 London 22222222
2 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333

7.3.2 LIKE Operator

The LIKE operator is used to search for a specified pattern in a column.

Syntax:

SELECT column name (s)
FROM table name
WHERE column name LIKE pattern

Example:

select * from CUSTOMER where LastName like 'J%'

- Customerld | CustomerNumber = LastMame = FirstName = AreaCode Address  Phone |
1 {2 100 Jackson  Smith 45 London 22222222
2 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333

Note! The "%" sign can be used to define wildcards (missing letters in the pattern) both
before and after the pattern.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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select * from CUSTOMER where LastName like '%a%'

Customerld 'CustomerNumber LastName @ FirstName AreaCode Addess Phone
1 E 2 E 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222

You may also combine with the NOT keyword, example:

select * from CUSTOMER where LastName not like '%a%'

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName  AreaCode  Address  Phone

11 . 1000 Smith  John 12 Calfomia 11111111

..................................

2 3 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

7.3.3 IN Operator

The IN operator allows you to specify multiple values in a WHERE clause.

Syntax:

SELECT column name (s)
FROM table name
WHERE column name IN (valuel,valueZ,...)

7.3.4 BETWEEN Operator

The BETWEEN operator selects a range of data between two values. The values can be

numbers, text, or dates.

Syntax:

SELECT column name (s)
FROM table name

WHERE column name
BETWEEN valuel AND value?2

7.4 Wildcards

SQL wildcards can substitute for one or more characters when searching for data in a

database.
Note! SQL wildcards must be used with the SQL LIKE operator.

With SQL, the following wildcards can be used:

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Wildcard Description

% A substitute for zero or more characters
_ A substitute for exactly one character
[charlist] Any single character in charlist
[~charlist] Any single character not in charlist

or

['charlist]

Examples:

SELECT * FROM CUSTOMER WHERE LastName LIKE 'J cks n'

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName @ AreaCode Address  Phone

1 2 51001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222

..................................

SELECT * FROM CUSTOMER WHERE CustomerNumber LIKE '[10]%'

Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastMame  FirstName = AreaCode  Address  Phone
1 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333

7.5AND & OR Operators

The AND operator displays a record if both the first condition and the second condition is
true.

The OR operator displays a record if either the first condition or the second condition is true.

Examples:

select * from CUSTOMER where LastName='Smith' and FirstName='John'

Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastName FirstName @ AreaCode  Address  Phone

LI : 1000 Smith John 12 Califoria 11111111

..................................

select * from CUSTOMER where LastName='Smith' or FirstName='John'

Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastName  FirstName  AreaCode  Addess | Phone
1 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London 33333333
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Combining AND & OR:

You can also combine AND and OR (use parenthesis to form complex expressions).

Example:

select * from CUSTOMER
where LastName='Smith' and (FirstName='John' or FirstName='Smith')

Customerld = CustomerNumber = LastName  FirstName  AreaCode = Address  Phone

L £ 1000 Srith John 12 Califomia 11111111

..................................

7.6 SELECT TOP Clause

The TOP clause is used to specify the number of records to return.

The TOP clause can be very useful on large tables with thousands of records. Returning a
large number of records can impact on performance.

Syntax:

SELECT TOP number |percent column name (s)
FROM table name

Examples:

select TOP 1 * from CUSTOMER

Customerld ~ CustomerNumber — LastName  FirstName  AreaCode  Addiess  Phone
1 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111

You can also specify in percent:

select TOP 60 percent * from CUSTOMER

Customerld  CustomerNumber  LastName = FirstName  AreaCode  Addiess  Phone
1 1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson  Smith 45 London 22222222

This is very useful for large tables with thousands of records
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7.7 Alias

You can give a table or a column another name by using an alias. This can be a good thing to
do if you have very long or complex table names or column names.

An alias name could be anything, but usually it is short.

SQL Alias Syntax for Tables:

SELECT column name (s)
FROM table name
AS alias name

SQL Alias Syntax for Columns:

SELECT column name AS alias name
FROM table name

7.8 Joins

SQL joins are used to query data from two or more tables, based on a relationship between
certain columns in these tables.
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Get Data from multiple tables in a
single Query using Joins
Example: oo '
Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls ‘
SCHOOL ® Courseld int
Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls CourseName varchar(50)
@ Schoolld int b Schoolld nt
SchoolName varchar(50) Description varchar(1000) v
i g | 8 |
Phone varchar(50) v
PostCode val;:m v
PostAddress varchar(50) v
select Schuaons_Careton
SchoolName, N iR
COurseName 3 TucC Systems and Control Laboratory
from ! You link Primary Keys and Foreign Keys together
SCHOOL ' ] :
inner join COURSE on SCHOOL.Schoolld = COURSE.Schoolld

7.8.1 Different SQL JOINs

Before we continue with examples, we will list the types of JOIN you can use, and the
differences between them.

* JOIN: Return rows when there is at least one match in both tables

e LEFT JOIN: Return all rows from the left table, even if there are no matches in the

right table

¢ RIGHT JOIN: Return all rows from the right table, even if there are no matches in the

left table
e FULL JOIN: Return rows when there is a match in one of the tables

Example:
Given 2 tables:

e SCHOOL
* CLASS
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The diagram is shown below:

CLASS
SCHOOL Column Name Data Type Allow MNulls
Column Name Data Type Allows Nulls ¥ Classid int O
% Schoolld int O O Schoolld int O
Schooliame varchar(50) O ClassMame varchar(50) O
Description varchar({1000) Description varchar({1000)
Address varchar(50) O
Phone varchar(50)
PostCode varchar(50)
Postaddress varchar(50)
O

We want to get the following information using a query:

SchoolName ClassName

In order to get information from more than one table we need to use the JOIN. The JOIN is
used to join the primary key in one table with the foreign key in another table.

select

SCHOOL.SchoolName,

CLASS.ClassName

from

SCHOOL

INNER JOIN CLASS ON SCHOOL.SchoolId = CLASS.SchoolId

SchoolName = ClassName

1 TUC | SCE1
I —
3 TUC PT1
4 TUC PT2
5  NTNU A1

6  NTNU A2
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A SQL script is a collection of SQL statements that you can execute in one operation. You can
use any kind of SQL commands, such as insert, select, delete, update, etc. In addition you
can define and use variables, and you may also use program flow like If-Else, etc. You may
also add comments to make the script easier to read and understand.

8.1Using Comments

Using comments in you SQL script is important to make the script easier to read and
understand.

In SQL we can use 2 different kinds of comments:

* Single-line comment

* Multiple-line comment

8.1.1 Single-line comment

We can comment one line at the time using “--” before the text you want to comment out.

Syntax:

-- text of comment

8.1.2 Multiple-line comment

We can comment several line using “/*” in the start of the comment and “*/” in the end of
the comment.

Syntax:

/*
text of comment
text of comment

*/
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8.2 Variables

The ability to using variables in SQL is a powerful feature. You need to use the keyword
DECLARE when you want to define the variables. Local variables must have the the symbol
“@” as a prefix. You also need to specify a data type for your variable (int, varchar(x), etc.).

Syntax for declaring variables:

declare Qlocal variable data type

If you have more than one variable you want to declare:

declare
@myvariablel data type,
@myvariable2 data type,

When you want to assign values to the variable, you must use either a SET or a SELECT
statement.

Example:

declare @myvariable int

set @myvariable=4

If you want to see the value for a variable, you can e.g., use the PRINT command like this:

declare @myvariable int
set @myvariable=4

print (@myvariable

The following will be shown in SQL Server:

_'_] Messages
4

Assigning variables with a value from a SELECT statement is very useful.
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We use the CUSTOMER table as an example:

Customerld .CustomerNumber LastName = FirstName AreaCode Address  Phone

1 i1 1000 Smith John 12 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

You can assign a value to the variable from a select statement like this:

declare @mylastname varchar (50)

select @mylastname=LastName from CUSTOMER where CustomerId=2
print @mylastname

_'j Messages

Jackson

You can also use a variable in the WHERE clause LIKE, e.g., this:

declare @find varchar (30)
set @find = 'J%'

select * from CUSTOMER
where LastName LIKE @find

Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastName FirstName  AreaCode  Address  Phone
: | Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

8.3 Built-in Global Variables

SQL have lots of built-in variables that are very useful to use in queries and scripts.

8.3.1 @@IDENTITY

After an INSERT, SELECT INTO, or bulk copy statement is completed, @ @IDENTITY contains
the last identity value that is generated by the statement. If the statement did not affect any
tables with identity columns, @ @IDENTITY returns NULL. If multiple rows are inserted,
generating multiple identity values, @ @IDENTITY returns the last identity value generated.

Example:

Given to tables; SCHOOL and COURSE:
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SCHOOL table: COURSE table:
SchoolName = Description = Address | Phone  PostCode = PostAddress Courseld  CourseName = Schoolld = Description
1 NULL NULL  NULL  NULL NULL 1 1T | SCE2006 1 NULL
2 NULL NULL NULL  NULL NULL 2 2 """""""""""" SCE1106 1 NULL
3 3 SCE4206 1 NULL
4 4 SCE4106 1 NULL

We want to insert a new School into the SCHOOL table and we want to insert 2 new Courses

in the COURSE table that belong to the School we insert. To find the “Schoolld” we can use
the @ @IDENTITY variable:

declare @SchoolId int

—-— Insert Data into SCHOOL table
insert into SCHOOL (SchoolName) wvalues ('MIT')

select @Schoolld = @RIDENTITY

—-— Insert Courses for the specific School above in the COURSE table
insert into COURSE (SchoolId,CourseName) values (@SchoolId, 'MIT-
101")

insert into COURSE (SchoolId,CourseName) values (@SchoolId, 'MIT-
201")

The result becomes:

SCHOOL table: COURSE table:

"“Schoolld SchoolName = Description = Address  Phone | PostCode  Postdddress Courseld = CourseName = Schoolld Description

1 NULL NULL NULL  NULL NULL 1 SCE2006 1 NULL
2 NTHNL NULL NULL NULL  NULL NULL 2 5 SCE1106 1 NULL
3 16 MIT NULL NULL NULL  NULL NULL I
3 3 SCE4206 1 NULL
4 4 SCE4106 1 NULL
5 [5 MIT107 1% NOLL
6 6 MIT-201 16 NULL

8.4 Flow Control

As with other programming languages you can use different kind of flow control, such as IF-
ELSE, WHILE, etc, which is very useful.

8.4.1 |F—ELSE

The IF-ELSE is very useful. Below we see an example:

declare QcustomerNumber int
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select @customerNumber=CustomerNumber from CUSTOMER
where CustomerId=2

if QcustomerNumber > 1000

print 'The Customer Number is larger than 1000'
else

print 'The Customer Number is not larger than 1000'

_'_] Messages
The Customer Number is larger than 1000

BEGIN...END:

If more than one line of code is to be executed within an IF sentence you need to use
BEGIN...END.

Example:

select @customerNumber=CustomerNumber from CUSTOMER where
CustomerId=2

if @customerNumber > 1000
begin
print 'The Customer Number is larger than 1000’
update CUSTOMER set AreaCode=46 where CustomerId=2
end
else
print 'The Customer Number is not larger than 1000'

8.4.2 WHILE

We can also use WHILE, which is known from other programming languages.
Example:

We are using the CUSTOMER table:

Customerld = CustomerMumber  LastName FirstName  AreaCode  Address  Phone

1 i1 : 1000 Sith John 12 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John 32 London 33333333

and the following query:

while (select AreaCode from CUSTOMER where CustomerId=1l) < 20
begin
update CUSTOMER set AreaCode = AreaCode + 1
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end

select * from CUSTOMER

, _Cudomeﬂd . CustomerMumber  LastName = FirstName J&egCode Address  Phone
1 1 §1UDU Smith John @ California 11111111

7 N 1001 Jackson | Smith London 22222222

3 3 1002 Johnsen John 40 London 33333333

As you can see the code inside the WHILE loop is executed as long as “AreaCode” for

Customerld=1 is less than 20. For each iteration is the “AreaCode” for that customer
incremented with 1.

8.4.3 CASE

The CASE statement evaluates a list of conditions and returns one of multiple possible result
expressions.

Example:

We have a “GRADE” table that contains the grades for each student in different courses:

select GradelId, StudentId, CourselId, Grade from GRADE

Gradeld L Studentld  Courseld = Grade

(5.2 B CER R T SN R
W W W =
;W o m

In the “GRADE” table is the grades stored as numbers, but since the students get grades with
the letters A..F (A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, E=1, F=0), we want to convert the values in the table
into letters using a CASE statement:

select

Gradeld,

StudentId,

Courseld,

case Grade
when 5 then 'A’
when 4 then 'B'
when 3 then 'C'
when 2 then 'D'
when 1 then 'E'
when 0 then 'F'
else '-'

end as Grade

from
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GRADE

Gradeld i Studentld Courseld = Grade

1 1 B
2 2 2 1 A
3 3 3 3 F
4 4 4 3 C
5 5 1 3 &

8.4.4 CURSOR

In advances scripts, CURSORs may be very useful. A CURSOR works like an advanced WHILE
loop which we use to iterate through the records in one or more tables.

CURSORS are used mainly in stored procedures, triggers, and SQL scripts.
Example:

We use the CUSTOMER table as an example:

Customerld = CustomerNumber | LastName  FirstName  AreaCode  Address  |Phone
1 i1 - 1000 Smith John 20 California | 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson  Smith 53 London | 2222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John 40 London 33333333
4 B 1003 Obama Barak 51 Nevada | 4444

We will create a CURSOR that iterate through all the records in the CUSTOMER table and

check if the Phone number consists of 8 digits, if not the script will replace the invalid Phone
number with the text “Phone number is not valid”.

Here is the SQL Script using a CURSOR:

DECLARE
@CustomerId int,
@phone varchar (50)

DECLARE db cursor CURSOR
FOR SELECT CustomerId from CUSTOMER

OPEN db_cursor
FETCH NEXT FROM db cursor INTO @CustomerId

WHILE Q@FETCH_STATUS = O
BEGIN

select @phone=Phone from CUSTOMER where CustomerId=@CustomerId

if LEN (@phone) < 8
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update CUSTOMER set Phone='Phone number is not valid'
where CustomerId=@CustomerId

FETCH NEXT FROM db cursor INTO @CustomerId
END

CLOSE db cursor
DEALLOCATE db cursor

The CUSTOMER table becomes:

CustomerMumber  LastMame  FirstName  AreaCode  Address  |Phone

1 E 1000 Smith John 20 California 11111111
2 1001 Jackson Smith 53 London Phone number is not valid
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 40 London 33333333
4 1003 Obama Barak 51 Nevada | Phone number is not valid

Creating and using a CURSOR includes these steps:

¢ Declare SQL variables to contain the data returned by the cursor. Declare one
variable for each result set column.

* Associate a SQL cursor with a SELECT statement using the DECLARE CURSOR
statement. The DECLARE CURSOR statement also defines the characteristics of the
cursor, such as the cursor name and whether the cursor is read-only or forward-only.

¢ Use the OPEN statement to execute the SELECT statement and populate the cursor.

¢ Use the FETCH INTO statement to fetch individual rows and have the data for each
column moved into a specified variable. Other SQL statements can then reference
those variables to access the fetched data values.

* When you are finished with the cursor, use the CLOSE statement. Closing a cursor
frees some resources, such as the cursor's result set and its locks on the current row.

The DEALLOCATE statement completely frees all resources allocated to the cursor,
including the cursor name.
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Views are virtual table for easier access to data stored in multiple tables.

Create View:

IF EXISTS (SELECT name A View is a “virtual” table that
FROM sysobjects 2 .
B - M e can contain data from multiple
AND type = 'V') tables

DROP VIEW CourseData
GO %
/_._—--——-— The Name of the View

CREATE VIEW CourseData

AS

o IrTS|de the View you join thg

SCHOOL. Schoolld, different tables together using

SCHOOL. SchoolName,
COURSE.Courseld,

COURSE.CourseName,
COURSE.Description

the JOIN operator

FROM
SCHOOL
INNER JOIN COURSE ON SCHOOL.SchoolId = COURSE.SchoolId

GO 3
You can Use the View as an

Using the View: ordinary table in Queries :

select * from CourseData

Schoolld SchoolName Courseld CourseName Description
1 §1 ...................... - 1 o = e
- 1 ...................... e 5 B = et o
3 1 TUC 3 Systems and Control Laboratory  Practical Lav course

Syntax for creating a View:

CREATE VIEW <ViewName>
AS

... but it might be easier to do it in the graphical view designer that are built into SQL
Management Studio.

Syntax for using a View:

select * from <MyView> where ..

As shown above, we use a VIEW just like we use an ordinary table.
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Example:

We use the SCHOOL and CLASS tables as an example for our View. We want to create a View
that lists all the existing schools and the belonging classes.

CLASS
SCHOOL Column Name Data Type Allow Mulls
Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls ¢ Classld int O
% Schoolld int O [ Schoolld int O
Schooliame varchar(50) O ClassMame varchar(50) O
Description varchar(1000) Description varchar({1000)
Address varchar(50) O
Phone varchar(50)
PostCode varchar(50)
Postaddress varchar(50)
O

We create the VIEW using the CREATE VIEW command:

CREATE VIEW SchoolView
AS

SELECT

SCHOOL.SchoolName,

CLASS.ClassName

FROM

SCHOOL

INNER JOIN CLASS ON SCHOOL.SchoolId = CLASS.SchoolId

Note! In order to get information from more than one table, we need to link the tables
together using a JOIN.

9.1 Using the Graphical Designer

We create the same View using the graphical designer in SQL Server Management Studio:
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- - o -
Creating Views using the Editor
P70
Connect~ 42 42 u T 3] 4 |__* (Al Cohumns)
- Lg (3 Databases ! Select necessary
# 3 System Databases columns
& | J INYOICING
el Graphical Interface where you can select columns you need
@ (3 Database Diagrams L. :
o] \-J Tal N\ Cdl_.llin Al Tabke Cutput  Soet Type Soet Order Fiter o O, O,
®0a 1 J »  [Schootiome SCHOOL =
® [ Synon New View, .. I Classtiamme Qs
R =
# [ Progra =
@ (@ Servicd. | [ X L
] \3 l]"E‘S]'SQm SaRoote s(elza db0,SCHOOL, Schootlame, dbo, CLASS, Classhame = i
# [ Security Reports » T %S O o, SH00L Sihould = b CLASS dbontd - The (’Odq:‘i?,lf:: il
& [ Server Objects i
® (23 Replication Refresh
& [ Management Goirs
o o -— Show the results
e Lt
s | (1 o6 ;“n b %) | Celliz Resd Only.
CCURSE
GRADE
STUDENT
e @)
TEACHER_COURSE
< Enter 3 name for the view: =
Add necessary tables Ischoolvew] ]
ok J[ come |
Refresh | Add Chose
Save the View

Step 1: Right-click on the View node and select “New View...”:

Connect~ 4J &J u T z
B lB . .

= [ Databases
[ System Databases

| J INVOICING

| J SCADA
= | J sCHoOL
[ Database Diagrams
[ Tables
=
Ca Synon\l New View... "
[ Progra .
[ Service Filter i
L Securit Start PowerShell
| J TEST
[ Security Reports >
[ Server Objects
[ Replication Refresh

[ Management

Step 2: Add necessary tables:
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Add Table

Tables |Views || Functions | Synonyms |
COURSE

GRADE

STUDENT

STUDENT_COURSE

TEACHER

TEACHER_COURSE

Refresh ] [ Add ] [ Close

Step 3: Add Columns, etc.

| CLASS _|
EHISCHOOE . :
T * {all Columns)
All Columns Classid
Schoolld == —on || |5choolld
SchoolName ¥ Classhlame 5 Select necessary
[ Ipescription | |Description columns
; Address L]
G5 )
Alias Table Qutput  Sort Type Sort Order Filter Or... Or... Or..
» : SchoolName SCHOOL
ClassMame CLASS
=]
5]
w1
V(_} ! ,‘ Il —
SELECT  dbo.SCHOOL.Schooliame, dbo.CLASS. Classhlame
FROM  dbo.SCHOOL INNER JOIN The Code is automatically
dbo.CLASS ON dbo.SCHOOL. Schoolld = dbo.CLASS, Schoolld *_— generate d
Schoolame Classhame
» TUC SCE1
W
o ) 4 Show the results
TUC PT1
4« 4 |1 of6 | b b I ) | Cellis Read Only,

Step 4: Save the VIEW:

Choose Name E(:]

Enter a name for the view:
ISchooI'v‘iewl ]

[ OK “ Cancel ] .
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Step 5: Use the VIEW in a query:

select * from SchoolView

SchoolMame = ClassName
| | SCE1
| SCE2
PT1
PT2
NTNU A1
NTNU b2

Lo ) [ R 6 T L
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A Stored Procedure is a precompiled collection of SQL statements. In a stored procedure you
can use if sentence, declare variables, etc.

Create Stored Procedure:

RRBEIEO TS A Stored Procedure is like Method in C#
sysobjects . . )
WHERE name = 'StudentGrade' - itis a piece of code with SQL
AND e="p' R
DROP pROCEDUR?&udem’Gmde commands that do a specific task—and
28 you reuse it

CREATE PROCEDURE StudentGrade
@Student varchar(50),
@Course varchar(10), Procedure Name
@Grade VarChar(l) ‘\
Input Arguments

AS

DECLARE
@Studentld int, <€ Internal/Local Variables

@Caarseid jnt Note! Each variable starts with @

select Studentld from STUDENT where StudentName = @Student

select Courseld from COURSE where CourseName = @Course

SQL Code (the “body” of the

insert into GRADE (Studentld, Courseld, Grade) Stored Procedure)

values (@Studentld, @Courseld, @Grade)
GO

Using the Stored Procedure:
;execute StudentGrade 'John Wayne', 'SCE2006', 'B'

Syntax for creating a Stored Procedure:

CREATE PROCEDURE <ProcedureName>
@<Parameterl> <datatype>

declare
@myVariable <datatype>
. Create your Code here

Note! You need to use the symbol “@” before variable names.

Syntax for using a Stored Procedure:

EXECUTE <ProcedureName (..) >

Example:
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We use the SCHOOL and CLASS tables as an example for our Stored Procedure. We want to
create a Stored Procedure that lists all the existing schools and the belonging classes.

CLASS
SCHOOL Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls
Column Mame Data Type Allow Mulls % Classid int O
@ Schoolld int O R Schoolld int O
SchoolName varchar(50) O Classhame varchar(S0) O
Description varchar(1000) Description varchar(1000)
Address varchar{S0) O
Phone varchar(50)
PostCode varchar{S0)
Postaddress varchar(50)
O

We create the Stored Procedure as follows:

CREATE PROCEDURE GetAllSchoolClasses
AS

select

SCHOOL.SchoolName,

CLASS.ClassName

from

SCHOOL

inner join CLASS on SCHOOL.SchoolId = CLASS.SchoolId
order by SchoolName, ClassName

When we have created the Stored Procedure we can run (or execute) the Stored procedure
using the execute command like this:

execute GetAllSchoolClasses

SchoolName = ClassName

1 NTNU | Al

R — -

3 TUC PT1
4 TUC PT2
5 TUC SCE1
B TUC SCE2

We can also create a Store Procedure with input parameters.

Example:
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We use the same tables in this example (SCHOOL and CLASS) but now we want to list all
classes for a specific school.

The Stored Procedure becomes:

CREATE PROCEDURE GetSpecificSchoolClasses
@SchoolName wvarchar (50)
AS

select

SCHOOL.SchoolName,

CLASS.ClassName

from

SCHOOL

inner join CLASS on SCHOOL.SchoolId = CLASS.SchoolId
where SchoolName=@SchoolName

order by ClassName

We run (or execute) the Stored Procedure:

execute GetSpecificSchoolClasses 'TUC'

SchoolName = ClassName

1 iTUC L PT1
R — oy
3 TUC SCE1
4 TUC SCE2

or:

execute GetSpecificSchoolClasses 'NTNU'

SchoolName = ClassName

1 i NTNU Y

......................................

When we try to create a Stored Procedure that already exists we get the following error
message:

There is already an object named 'GetSpecificSchoolClasses' in the database.

Then we first need to delete (or DROP) the old Stored Procedure before we can recreate it
again.

We can do this manually in the Management Studio in SQL like this:
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(= [ Programmability

(= [ Stored Procedures
# [ System Stored Procedures
# [E] dbo.GetallSchoolClasses
B B
# [ dbo.StudentGrade Mew Stored Procedure. ..

[+ [ Functions Modify

[# [ Database Triggers

[+ [_J Assemblies

Execute Stored Procedure. ..

# [ Types Script Stored Procedure as 4
# [ Rules
® [ Defaults View Dependencies
® [ i
E ] Servn:g Broker Policies N
[+ [ Security
| J TEST Facets
Security el
Server Objects Start PowerShel
Replication Reports N
Management

Rename

I Delete

A better solution is to add code for this in our script, like this:

IF EXISTS (SELECT name
FROM sysobjects
WHERE name = GetSpecificSchoolClasses '
AND type = 'P')
DROP PROCEDURE GetSpecificSchoolClasses
GO

CREATE PROCEDURE GetSpecificSchoolClasses
@SchoolName wvarchar (50)
AS

select

SCHOOL.SchoolName,

CLASS.ClassName

from

SCHOOL

inner join CLASS on SCHOOL.SchoolId = CLASS.SchoolId
where SchoolName=@SchoolName

order by ClassName

So we use CREATE PROCEDURE to create a Stored Procedure and we use DROP PROCEDURE
to delete a Stored Procedure.

10.1 NOCOUNT ON/NOCOUNT OFF

In advanced Stored Procedures and Script, performance is very important. Using SET
NOCOUNT ON and SET NOCOUNT OFF makes the Stored Procedure run faster.

SET NOCOUNT ON stops the message that shows the count of the number of rows affected
by a Transact-SQL statement or stored procedure from being returned as part of the result
set.
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SET NOCOUNT ON prevents the sending of DONE_IN_PROC messages to the client for each
statement in a stored procedure. For stored procedures that contain several statements that
do not return much actual data, or for procedures that contain Transact-SQL loops, setting
SET NOCOUNT to ON can provide a significant performance boost, because network traffic is
greatly reduced.

Example:

IF EXISTS (SELECT name
FROM sysobjects
WHERE name = 'sp LIMS IMPORT REAGENT'
AND type = 'P'")
DROP PROCEDURE sp LIMS IMPORT REAGENT
GO

CREATE PROCEDURE sp LIMS IMPORT REAGENT
@Name wvarchar (100),

@QLotNumber varchar (100),

@ProductNumber wvarchar (100),
@Manufacturer varchar (100)

AS
SET NOCOUNT ON

if not exists (SELECT ReagentId FROM LIMS REAGENTS WHERE
[Name ] =@Name)
INSERT INTO LIMS REAGENTS ([Name], ProductNumber, Manufacturer)
VALUES (@Name, @ProductNumber, @Manufacturer)
else
UPDATE LIMS REAGENTS SET
[Name] = @Name,
ProductNumber = @ProductNumber,
Manufacturer = @Manufacturer,
WHERE [Name] = @Name

SET NOCOUNT OFF
GO

This Stored Procedure updates a table in the database and in this case you don’t normally
need feedback, sp setting SET NOCOUNT ON at the top in the stored procedure is a good
idea. it is also good practice to SET NOCOUNT OFF at the bottom of the stored procedure.
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With SQL and SQL Server you can use lots of built-in functions or you may create your own
functions. Here we will learn to use some of the most used built-in functions and in addition
we will create our own function.

11.1 Built-in Functions

SQL has many built-in functions for performing calculations on data.

We have 2 categories of functions, namely aggregate functions and scalar functions.
Aggregate functions return a single value, calculated from values in a column, while scalar
functions return a single value, based on the input value.

Aggregate functions - examples:

* AVG() - Returns the average value

* STDEV() - Returns the standard deviation value
* COUNT() - Returns the number of rows

* MAX() - Returns the largest value

* MIN() - Returns the smallest value

* SUM() - Returns the sum

* etc

Scalar functions - examples:

* UPPER() - Converts a field to upper case

* LOWER() - Converts a field to lower case

* LEN() - Returns the length of a text field

* ROUND() - Rounds a numeric field to the number of decimals specified
* GETDATE() - Returns the current system date and time

* etc

11.1.1 String Functions

Here are some useful functions used to manipulate with strings in SQL Server:
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CHAR
CHARINDEX
REPLACE
SUBSTRING
LEN
REVERSE
LEFT

RIGHT
LOWER
UPPER
LTRIM
RTRIM

Read more about these functions in the SQL Server Help.

11.1.2 Date and Time Functions

Here are some useful Date and Time functions in SQL Server:

DATEPART
GETDATE
DATEADD
DATEDIFF
DAY
MONTH
YEAR
ISDATE

Read more about these functions in the SQL Server Help.

11.1.3 Mathematics and Statistics Functions

Here are some useful functions for mathematics and statistics in SQL Server:

COUNT
MIN, MAX

COS, SIN, TAN

SQRT
STDEV
MEAN
AVG

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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Read more about these functions in the SQL Server Help.

11.1.4 AVG()

The AVG() function returns the average value of a numeric column.

Syntax:

SELECT AVG(column name) FROM table name

Example:

Given a GRADE table:

Column Name Data Type Allow Nulls
»? | Gradeld int O
StudentId int ]
Courseld int ]
Grade float ]
Comment varchar({1000)

We want to find the average grade for a specific student:

select AVG (Grade) as AvgGrade from GRADE where StudentId=l1l

AvaGrade

11.1.5 COUNT()

The COUNT() function returns the number of rows that matches a specified criteria.

The COUNT(column_name) function returns the number of values (NULL values will not be

counted) of the specified column:

SELECT COUNT (column name) FROM table name

The COUNT(*) function returns the number of records in a table:

SELECT COUNT (*) FROM table name

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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We use the CUSTOMER table as an example:

Customerld = CustomerMumber | LastMame = FirstName = AreaCode = Address
11000 Smith John 12 Califomia
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London

Phone

11111111
22222222
33333333

select COUNT (*) as NumbersofCustomers from CUSTOMER

MNumberofCustomers
1 i3

11.1.6 The GROUP BY Statement

Aggregate functions often need an added GROUP BY statement.

The GROUP BY statement is used in conjunction with the aggregate functions to group the

result-set by one or more columns.

Syntax

SELECT column name, aggregate function (column name)
FROM table name

WHERE column name operator value

GROUP BY column_ name

Example:

We use the CUSTOMER table as an example:

‘ Customerld = CustomerMumber | LastMame = FirstName = AreaCode = Address
1 i1 - 1000 Smith John 12 Califorria
2 hé """"""""""""""""""""" 1001 Jackson Smith 45 London
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 32 London

If we try the following:

Phone

11111111
22222222
33333333

select FirstName, MAX (AreaCode) from CUSTOMER

We get the following error message:

Column 'CUSTOMER.FirstName' is invalid in the select list because it is not contained in

either an aggregate function or the GROUP BY clause.

The solution is to use the GROUP BY:

select FirstName, MAX (AreaCode) from CUSTOMER
group by FirstName

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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FirstName  [MNo column name)

11.1.7 The HAVING Clause

The HAVING clause was added to SQL because the WHERE keyword could not be used with
aggregate functions.

Syntax:

SELECT column name, aggregate function (column name)
FROM table name

WHERE column name operator value

GROUP BY column_ name

HAVING aggregate function (column name) operator value

We use the GRADE table as an example:

select * from GRADE

Gradeld = Studentld Courseld Grade Comment
- ; ; 4 MULL
. 5 ] : NULL
3 3 3 3 0 NULL
4 4 4 3 3 NULL
5 5 1 3 5 NULL

First we use the GROUP BY statement:

select Courseld, AVG (Grade) from GRADE
group by Courseld

. (No column name)
45
2 3 2 6EEEEEEEE66667

While the following query:

select Courseld, AVG (Grade) from GRADE
group by Courseld
having AVG (Grade) >3

Courseld _ (No column name)
1 i1 L 45

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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11.2 User-defined Functions

IN SQL we may also create our own functions, so-called user-defined functions.

A user-defined function is a routine that accepts parameters, performs an action, such as a
complex calculation, and returns the result of that action as a value. The return value can
either be a scalar (single) value or a table. Use this statement to create a reusable routine
that can be used in other queries.

In SQL databases, a user-defined function provides a mechanism for extending the
functionality of the database server by adding a function that can be evaluated in SQL
statements. The SQL standard distinguishes between scalar and table functions. A scalar
function returns only a single value (or NULL), whereas a table function returns a (relational)
table comprising zero or more rows, each row with one or more columns.

Stored Procedures vs. Functions:

¢ Only functions can return a value (using the RETURN keyword).

¢ Stored procedures can use RETURN keyword but without any value being passed[1]

* Functions could be used in SELECT statements, provided they don’t do any data
manipulation and also should not have any OUT or IN OUT parameters.

* Functions must return a value, but for stored procedures this is not compulsory.

¢ Afunction can have only IN parameters, while stored procedures may have OUT or IN
OUT parameters.

* Afunction is a subprogram written to perform certain computations and return a
single value.

¢ Astored procedure is a subprogram written to perform a set of actions, and can
return multiple values using the OUT parameter or return no value at all.

User-defined functions in SQL are declared using the CREATE FUNCTION statement.

When we have created the function, we can use the function the same way we use built-in
functions.

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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A database trigger is code that is automatically executed in response to certain events on a
particular table in a database.

A Trigger is executed when you insert, update or delete data in a Table specified in
the Trigger.
Create the Trigger:
IF EXISTS (SELECT name O

FROM sysobjects InSIde the

WHERE name = 'CalcAvgGrade' Trigger you can

AND type = '"TR") d SQL

DROP TRIGGER CalgAvgGrad : use ordainar
5 Eie Name of the Trigger Y
statements,
CREATE TRIGGER CalcAvgGrade ON GRADE €— Specify which Table the create variables,
FOR UPDATE, INSERT, DELETE =
= _——— Trigger shall work on etc.
Specify what kind of operations the Trigger
DECLARE
@studentTd int, shall act on
@AvgGrade float €— .
2 Internal/Local Variables
select @StudentId = StudentId from INSERTED
SQL Code

select @AvgGrade = AVG(Grade) om GRADE where StudentId = @StudentId (The ”body"
update STUDENT set Tot rade = @AvgGrade where StudentId = @StudentId Of the Trigger)
GO
Note! “INSERTED” is a temporarily table containing the latest inserted data, and it is very
handy to use inside a trigger

Syntax for creating a Trigger:

CREATE TRIGGER <TriggerName> on <TableName>
FOR INSERT, UPDATE, DELETE

AS

. Create your Code here

GO

The Trigger will automatically be executed when data is inserted, updated or deleted in the
table as specified in the Trigger header.

INSERTED and DELETED:

Inside triggers we can use two special tables: the DELETED table and the INSERTED tables.
SQL Server automatically creates and manages these tables. You can use these temporary,
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memory-resident tables to test the effects of certain data modifications. You cannot modify
the data in these tables.

The DELETED table stores copies of the affected rows during DELETE and UPDATE
statements. During the execution of a DELETE or UPDATE statement, rows are deleted from
the trigger table and transferred to the DELETED table.

The INSERTED table stores copies of the affected rows during INSERT and UPDATE
statements. During an insert or update transaction, new rows are added to both the
INSERTED table and the trigger table. The rows in the INSERTED table are copies of the new
rows in the trigger table.

Example:
We will use the CUSTOMER table as an example:

Customerld = CustomerNumber  LastName  FirstName  AreaCode Address  Phone

1 ;] .............. §1UDD Smith John 20 California 11111111
2 2 1001 Jackson Smith 53 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen John 40 London 33333333

We will create a TRIGGER that will check if the Phone number is valid when we insert or
update data in the CUSTOMER table. The validation check will be very simple, i.e., we will
check if the Phone number is less than 8 digits (which is normal length in Norway). If the
Phone number is less than 8 digits, the following message “Phone Number is not valid” be
written in place of the wrong number in the Phone column.

The TRIGGER becomes something like this:

IF EXISTS (SELECT name
FROM sysobjects
WHERE name = 'CheckPhoneNumber'
AND type = 'TR'")
DROP TRIGGER CheckPhoneNumber
GO

CREATE TRIGGER CheckPhoneNumber ON CUSTOMER
FOR UPDATE, INSERT

AS

DECLARE

@CustomerId int,

@Phone wvarchar (50),

@Message varchar (50)

set nocount on

select @CustomerId = CustomerId from INSERTED

select @Phone = Phone from INSERTED

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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set @Message = 'Phone Number ' + @Phone + ' is not wvalid'

if len(@Phone) < 8 --Check if Phone Number have less than 8 digits

update CUSTOMER set Phone = (@Message where CustomerId =
@CustomerId

set nocount off

GO

We test the TRIGGER with the following INSERT INTO statement:

INSERT INTO CUSTOMER
(CustomerNumber, LastName, FirstName, AreaCode, Address, Phone)

VALUES
('1003', 'Obama', 'Barak', 51, 'Nevada', '4444")

The results become:

Customerld = CustomerNumber  LastName = FirstName = AreaCode  Address | Phone

1 E 1000 Smith John 20 California 11111111
2 1001 Jackson Sith 53 London 22222222
3 3 1002 Johnsen  John 40 London 33333333
4 1003 Obama Barak 51 Nevada \_Phone Number 4444 is not v@

As you can see, the TRIGGER works as expected.

We try to update the Phone number to a valid number:

update CUSTOMER set Phone = '44444444' where CustomerNumber = '1003'

The results become:

Customerld = CustomerNumber | LastName = FirstName  AreaCode  Address  Phone
1000 Smith John 20 Califomia 11111111
1001 Jackson Sith 53 London 22222222
1002 Johnsen  John 40 London 3 3
6 1003 Obsms  Bask 51 Nevada

£ TR T SN
[T

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)



13 Communication from
other Applications

A Database is a structured way to store lots of information. The information is stored in
different tables. “Everything” today is stored in databases.

Examples:

* Bank/Account systems
* Information in Web pages such as Facebook, Wikipedia, YouTube
* .. lots of other examples

This means we need to be able to communicate with the database from other applications
and programming languages in order to insert, update or retrieve data from the database.

13.1 ODBC

ODBC (Open Database Connectivity) is a standardized interface (API) for accessing the
database from a client. You can use this standard to communicate with databases from
different vendors, such as Oracle, SQL Server, etc. The designers of ODBC aimed to make it
independent of programming languages, database systems, and operating systems.

We will use the ODBC Data Source Administrator:

€71 ODBC Data Source Administrator g]

UserDSN - SystemDSN | Fie DSN | Drivers | Tracing| Connection Paoling | Atout |

System Data Sources

Name l Driver Add...
Defaul_Databasz National Irstruments Citade! 5 [

LabvIEWw Miciosoft &ccess Driver (*.mdb FAemove
Miciosoft Access Driver [*.mdb

Ktreme Semple Datzbase 2008 Miciosoft Access Driver (*.mdb

< >

An0DBC System data source stores informaticn ebout how to connect to
@ the indicated daa provider. A Spstem data sourcs is visble to all users
onthis machne. includng NT seivices.

oK Awbryt HElp
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ODBC - Step by Step Instructions

Y 0DBC Data Sourca Adminielrator 2] | Create New Data Source [31 J croate 2 Mow Date Source 1o S8 Server
Uswt OSH | Syohen 05N | K 05N | Qvers | Tracing | Correctan Pocig | Abet |
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s Do Saeas 1 ODBC g nnection
e e meemnvee || SvRCONE o
et @B e Do (-] Meroach Pasadces Trabe |5 | ‘
el Fes Microsolt Evcel Diver [*3b) Rarteve. ] Microsefl Tie Diivex |t " csv) Nowe. [TEST
| Missoacht sl Mirosolt Tee Trabec [ be: * cov) 1 R
—— Microcoll Vinsed FudPio Diver 1 Hane 2 pou newd o dsscebe the doia souce)
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Database you are
using for the
Library

e (0 5QL Server
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T
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Windows or SQL
Server
authentication
(Windows is
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e
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10 SOL Server
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13.2 Mi

crosoft Excel

Microsoft Excel has the ability to retrieve data from different data sources, including
different database systems. It is very simple to retrieve data from SQL Server into Excel since
Excel and SQL Server has the same vendor (Microsoft).

Home

% Cut

i

Paste

-

153 Copy
J Format Painter

Insert Page Layout Formulas

Data Review E Developer

= Wrap Text

£|| 2 Merge & Center ~

(s
o\DOO\JG\U\waI-‘k

3 Barak Obama 33333333333
2 Jens Stoltenberg 22222222222
1 John Cleese 113111111111
4 Kurt Nilsen LLLLEASLTAT

m Shiestins [+ St M]

White House 12 45667722

Pilstredet45 66778899
Pilstredet 12 12345678
KarlJohan 34 44332277,

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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sheet
(Thoke [ Fater Aot |

3 BarakObama 33333333333 Whits House 12 45667722
2 JensStoltenberg 22222222222 Pilstredet45 66773899
11111111111 Pilstredet 12 12335678
& ssss000008 Karllohan3: 44332277,

Tutorial: Structured Query Language (SQL)
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